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UNCLAS MEXICO 16016 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, MX 

SUB J : PRISONER HUNGER STRIKE IN MEXICO CITY, SITREP 7 
REF: MEXICO 15705 AND PREVIOUS 

1 . CONOFF VISITED NORTE PRISON IN MEXICO CITY DECEMBER 21 
FOR REGULAR PRISON VISIT. NINE OF THE TEN AMERICAN 
PRISONERS APPEARED AND SAID THAT THEY WERE CONTINUING 
THEIR HUNGER STRIKE. NONE COMPLAINED OF ANY PHYSICAL 
AILMENTS APART FROM WEAKNESS. 

2. CONOFF SPOKE WITH NEW DIRECTOR, LIC. SERGIO 
SANTIBANEZ, FORMER SUBDIRECTOR OF SANTA MARTA PRISON. 

AND SUBDIRECTOR JAVIER TRUJILLO. SANTIBANEZ HAD JUST 
FINISHED MEETING WITH A GROUP OF PRISONERS OF VARIOUS 
NATIONALITIES AND A GOM OFFICIAL IDENTIFIED ONLY AS 

A "LEGAL ADVISER." ACCORDING TO SANTIBANEZ, THE 
GOM OFFICIAL CALLED THE MEETING TO DISCUSS THE PAROLE 
LEGISLATION. HE ADDED THAT THE OFFICIAL WAS VERY 
OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE PASSAGE OF THE PAROLE LAW BUT HAD 
TOLD THE PRISONONERS THAT THEY SHOULD NOT ATTEMPT TO 
PRESSURE THE MEXICAN CONGRESS. WHEN CONOFF POINTED 
OUT THAT MEXICAN CONGRESS MUST REACH A DECISION BY 
DECEMBER 31, SANTIBANEZ INSISTED THAT THERE WAS 
A STRONG POSSIBILITY THAT THE PAROLE LEGISLATION WOULD 
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BE PASSED DURING A SPECIAL SESSION AFTER THAT DATE. 

3. CONOFF DID NOT NOTE ANY UNUSUAL ACTIVITY AT NORTE 
AND BELIEVES THAT THE PRISONERS' HUNGER STRIKE IS 

LIMITED TO DORM NO. 5 WHERE MANY AMERICANS AND FOREIGNERS 
ARE CONFINED. THE DIRECTOR NOTED THAT ONLY 122 OF 
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THE 600 PRISONERS AT NORTE ARE DRUG OFFENDERS WHO 
WOULD THEREFORE STAND TO BENEFIT FROM THE PAROLE 
LEGISLATION. 

4. AN ADDITIONAL RUMOR CONCERNING PAROLE LEGISLATION 
WAS PASSED TO CONOFF BY ONE OF THE PRISONERS. HE SAID 
THAT THE UNIDENTIFIED GOM OFFICIAL WHO HAD VISITED 
THE PRISON THIS MORNING TOLD HIM THAT MEXICAN MAFIOSOS 
WERE PRESSURING CONGRESS TO PASS THE PAROLE LEGISLATION 
AND HAD PAID 50,000 PESOS (APPROXIMATELY U.S. $2500) 

TO A LARGE NEWSPAPER FOR PLACEMENT OF BANNER HEADLINES 
CONCERNING THE PRISONER STRIKEM NOTE: THIS APPARENTLY 
REFERS TO BANNER HEADLINES OF SEVERAL MEXICO CITY 
NEWSPAPERS ON DECEMBER 20, ANNOUNCING THE "BEGINNING" 
OF THE PRISONERS' HUNGER STRIKE. 

JOVA 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: VISITS, PRISONERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 22 DEC 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976MEXICO16016 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760469-0996 
From: MEXICO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 221 /aaaaaroz. tel 

Line Count: 77 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION SCSE 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 76 MEXICO 15705 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: vogelfj 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 17 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <17 JUN 2004 by chengls>; APPROVED <09 DEC 2004 by vogelfj> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRISONER HUNGER STRIKE IN MEXICO CITY, SITREP 7 
TAGS: CASC, MX, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



